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UNIVERSITY OF NEW MEXICO

January 5, 1960

To:
From:

All Members of the Faculty
John N. Durrie, Secretary

Subject.:

Regular Meeting

The regular monthly meeting , ~ the Faculty will be held on Tuesday,
January 12th, in Mitchell Hall 101, at 4:00 p.m.
The agenda will include the following items:
*l.

2·

Proposal to institute a revised honors program in
the University of New Mexico -- Dean Wynn (Statement
attached.)
Proposal for graduation honors in the College of
Law -- Dean Countryman (Statement attached.)

3. Recommendation for a minor change in regulations
regarding withdrawal from classes and from the
University -- Mr. MacGregor for the Committee on
Entrance and Credits.

4. Recommendation for a minor change in audit status
regulations -- Mr. MacGregor for the Committee on
Entrance and Credits.

5. Proposal for a combined 6-year course of prelegal
and legal education, involving a minor in the Co+lege
of Arts and Sciences.

6·

Showing of the new film "Watershed," in full color
and sound -- Mr. George Worley, director of the Pack
Foundation Watershed Conservation Education Project.

*With the knowledge of Dean Wynn, the Policy Committee intends to offer
the following amendment: ". _ • that the proposal be accepted with the amendment that the traditional Latin terms, "summa cum laude," "magna cum laude,"
and" cum laude," be applied i.:1 both the General Honors EU1d Departmental Honors
~rog~ams and that the upper 5% of the graduating class be graduated "with
istinction. 11 A minor amendr:lent will also be proposed by the Honors Committee.

UNIVERSITY OF NEW MEXICO'
Faculty Meeti~
January 12, 1 0
(Summarized Minutes)
The January 12, 1960, meeting of the University Faculty was called to order by
President Popejoy at 4:05 p.m., '\\ith a quorum present.

1 Dean Wynn submitted a proposal (u copy of which had been mailed previously t o

all faculty members) for the institution of a revised honors program in the
University. A series of amendments was then considered and approved by the
Faculty. These amendments resulted in the following changes (references are
made to the written proposal which accompanied the agenda) : (1) On page 1, I ,
item 1 was changed to read as follows: "That there be instituted a program of
General Honors, upon successful completion of which the student will receive the
baccalaureate degree with appropr:i ate designation "summa cum laude in General
Studies," "magna cum laude in J1=-. . eral Studies," "cum laude in General Studies,"
e.g., Bachelor of Science, cum laude in General Studies; Bachelor of Arts, 1¥1a
cum laude in General Studies; Bachelor of Science in Education, magna cum laude
in General Studies; Bachelor of fine Arts in Art, magna cum laude in General
S~udies; etc. (2) On page 2, 3 (b) was changed to read as follows: "with the
aid and advice of the Council, to select from available applicants students for
the program and to terminate those who are not successful." (3) On page 2,
3. (d) was changed to read as follows: "in cooperation with the office of student
aid to administer financial aid to deserving General Honors students who have
need." (4) On page 3, lines 5-7 were changed to read as follows: "ple, Bachelor
of Science, summa cum laude in Civil Engineering; Bachelor of Science, magna cum
~ in Pharmacy; Bachelor of Arts, cum laude in Economics; etc." (5) On
pag~ 3, a new subhead (4) was added to paragraph 2 as follows:
"departmental
c~irmen will have the cooperation of the office of student aid in administeri ng
financial aid to deserving departmental honors students," ( 6) A new main
heading, III. GRADUATION WITH DISTINCTION, was added between paragraph 2 and
t he next main heading as follows: "That the upper 5 per cent of the graduating
class of the University (Law School excepted) shall be graduated "With
Distinction. 11 (7) The former heading, III. GENERAL CONSIDERATIONS, was changed
to IV. GENERAL CONSIDERATIONS
(8) In line 4 of the new section IV, 1, the
Words "(College of Law excepted)" were deleted. (9) The last 6 lines of the
ne., section IV l were changed to read as follows: "carry both designations,
for exam.pie, Bachelor
' '
of Science magna cum laude in General Stu di es, and summa
~ laude in Civil Engineering; Bachelor of Arts, cum laude in General Stu~ies,
G .£,_um laude in Sociology· Bachelor of Fine Arts in Art, summa cum laude 1~
eneral Studies, and magna' cum laude in Art; Bachelor of Science in Nursing,
.£...Uin laude in General Studies and summa cum laude in Nursing; etc· 11 (10) The
first two lines of page 4 we;.~ cc ,, nged to read as follows: "with Departmental
H
onors a d ifferent program of ~ f; -:., 1 .ors
'
The
approved by the genera1 Facult Y· " (ll)
11
3d and 4th lines of paragraph 4 on page 4 were changed to read as follows:
t~P·. 98-99) except that section entitled "The Degree with Distinction" be.
l'minated on June 30, 1961. AG long".
.
I
An additional amendment directed toward modifying the functions and duties
of the standing committee on Honors in such a way that the general supervision
of the revised Honors programs would be in the hands of a standi ng commi ttee
on Honors was defeated.
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With the inclusion of the approved amendments, which are detailed above,
Dean Wynn's proposal was approved by the Faculty.

I Dean Countryman, for the College of Law, proposed that the LL.B. degree may, in
the discretion of the Law Sch~ol faculty, be awarded with the honors indicated
to graduating students (1) who have successfully completed two seminars prescribed by the law faculty and(~) who have achieved the following over-all
grade point averages in their law school work: 2.4, cum laude; 2.6, ~ cum
laude; and 2.8, summa cum laude. This proposal was approved by the Faculty.
J Mr. MacGregor, on behalf of the Conmi ttee on Entrance and Credi ts, recommended

two changes in the present regulations regarding withdrawal from classes and from
the University. It was proposed that the section on page 90 of the 1959-60
Catalog, entitled "Change in Program of Studies," be amended as follows, beginning
with the fourth sentence: "When a student drops a course officially after the
first 4 weeks of the semester of the 2d week of the summer session, he will
receive a grade of W or F according to his standing in the course at the time of
withdrawal, exce~t that no st.uae ~,t may withdraw after the 12th week of the
semester or theth week of the summer session with a grade of Wwithout petition
to,and approval by, the dean of director of his college. Ior regu].ations
governing withdrawal from all courses for which a student is enrolled, refer to
the paragraph entitled "Withdrawal from the University" on page 91. In the
College of Law, a student desiring to drop a course after the first 8 weeks must
petition the faculty of that College in writing to drop the course and receive
a grade of W therein.n- (New material is underscored.)
For the second change it was proposed that the section beginning on page 91
of the 1959-60 Catalog, entitled "Withdrawal from the University," be amended
to read as follows: "When an undergraduate student wishes to withdraw from all
the courses in which he is enrolled during the semester, he should secure a
withdrawal card from the Personnel Office; the graduate student should secure
the Withdrawal card from the Dean of the Graduate School; and the non-degree
~udent from the Community College office. Any unmarried undergraduate student
~der 21 years of age must ha-ve :,, letter of permission from parents to withdraw
w-r:om the University. Grade of w or F are shown on the student's record if he
1 thdraws from the University af·::.er the first 4 weeks of the semester or first
2
weeks of a sunnner session except that no undergraduate or non-degree student
~Y Withdraw from the Unive;sity a~er the 12th week of the semester or the 6th
~ek of the sunnner session with a grade or gra.des of W except upon petition to,
~d approval by both the dean or director of bis college and the Personnel ean.
When
'
h
a student leaves
the University during a semester and does no t carry out
6 Withdrawal according to this regulation, he becomes liable for a grade of F
1
all of his classes even though he is passing his courses up to the time of
leaving." (New material is underscored.)
Both these recommendations regarding withdrawal were approved by the Faculty.

!

~~ MacGregor, for the Committee

00 Entrance and Credits, also recommended a
nge
in
the
regulations
regarding
audited courses. It was proposed that the
1
ast sentence of the section on T.a.ge 91 of the 1959-60 Catalog, entitled "Audited
Courses, be changed to read as follows: "After the 12th wee k o f the semes t er
11

···
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or the 6th week of the summer session, a student enrolled for undergraduate
credit may change from credit to audit only if he is earning a grade of C or
better; a student enrolled for raduate credit ma make this ch
if
he is earning a grade of B or better."
New material is underscored.
This
change had been proposed to the Committee on Entrance and Credits by the
Graduate Committee. After discussion, it was further proposed by Mr, MacGregor
that the following sentence be appended to the revised regulation: "A change
after the 12th week is subje~~ · ~the approval of the college in which the
student is enrolled." The cha~~ in regulations, as revised, was then approved
by the Faculty.
; Dean Countryman, for the CollegE:! of Law and with the approval of the College
of Arts and Sciences and the Curricula Committee, submitted a proposal for
a combined 6-year course of prelegal and legal education, involving a minor in
the College of Arts and Sciences. The proposal was approved by the Faculty.
Because of the lateness of the hour, it was decided to postpone the showing of
the film "Watershed."
The meeting adjourned at

5: 45 p. m.

John N. Durrie, Secretary

UNIVERSITY OF NEV MEXICD
FACULTY MEETING
January 12, 1960
The January 12, 1960, meeting of the University Faculty
was called to order by President Popejoy at 4:05 p.m. with
a quorum present.
PRESIDENT POPEJOY I am quite sure that we have a quorum present here today. If the Faculty will come to order,
we will start with the agenda as it was sent to you. The
first item is a proposal to institute a revised honors program at the University of New Mexico. Dean Wynn.
DEAN WYNN Mr. Chairman, I would like to make a brief
preliminary statement about this proposal, which I will
enter ultimately in the form of a motion. Programs of this
sort have been instituted in many of the better institutions
?11 over the country in the last twenty years, and especially
in the last three or four years. The prevalence of such
P:ograms as this is amazing in the East, and I am sure you
will agree it is a good one. The aims of various kinds of
honors programs are, first, to identify the abler student
early in his career--and I emphasize the word uearly, 11 as
iarly as possible--and, second, to offer him a stronger chal?n9: to perform up to the level of his ability . The third
?1 m is to broaden and deepen his education. The method that
i~ most often used is that of a general honors program de~igned to broaden the student in his knowledge, in his readin~, i~ his interests; and the departmental honors program,
~hich i~ designed to give the student's maJor d 7partmen~ a
etter idea of his total capacity and to give him the kind
of direction that will create in him some good attitudes in
relation to independence of effort and study.
The proposal has been approved in detail by the deans.
of the colleges and I say "in detail" because it took a bit
of doing to get 1 agreement on all the details. It has been
approved by the Policy Corrunittee with the exception of the
note at the bottom of the Ei, ,• I g :£ Hi• 111111 111 s :J.;.c:t,ehdca..
Mr. Chairman with only this brief preliminary state~ent, then, I mov~ that the proposal as printed in the agenda
or today's meeting with one minor change which 1 shall
make in a moment, b; adopted by this general Faculty.
mot· The change I should like to have included in this original
ion is on page 4, Item 4, line 4, as follows: Change the

Revised
Honors
Program

r .

1/12/60, p. 2
words "be abolished as soon as feasible with out depriving students of any of their rights under the current or earlier
catalogs II to the following words: 11 be terminated on June 30,
1961 . " As a part of the motion , I wish to make it clear that
to be included is that part of the preamble of the mimeographed
proposal which provides for the graduation with honors at
the discretion of the temporary Honors Council Athose student
who began working in the special experimental program in
Semester II, 1956-57. There are four, or possibly five, of
those students. This does not automatically graduate them
with honors . They will be eligible if the Honors Council
certifies them, if they meet the requirements . They will not,
however, have satisfied completely the requirements as laid
down in the proposal for all students to graduate with general
honors. This is a special dispensation for these admirable
young guinea pigs who started in Semester II of 1956-57.
The experimental program officially gave credit for honors
work starting in the fall semester of 1957 , a few days--I am
proud to say--before Sputnik occurred .
POPEJOY

Is there a second to the motion?

PROFESSOR VERNON

Second the motion .

POPEJOY Dean Wynn, is that part about the preamble
.
included in the motion, or do you just wish the minutes of
the meeting to include your remarks?
WYNN I want to point out that that is part of my motion;
a~d if we adopt the general proposal, we do make that special
dispensation for these four or five students .
.
POPEJOY The minutes will so indicate . There is a request
in the agenda for an amendment to this motion by the Policy
Committee.
C .PROFESSOR BAKER Mr. Chairman, on behalf of the Policy
tomrnittee , I move the amendment that the traditional Latin
aerm~ summa ~ laude, magna £!!ID laude , and £!!ID laude be
PPlied in both the General Honors and the Departmental Honors
P!ograms, and that the upper five per cent of the graduating
c ass be graduated with distinction .
PROFESSOR SEED

Second the motion .

WYNN Mr. President, could we treat those as two different amendments?
POPEJOY
'IYNN

How would you divide them?

After the words "Departmental Honors programs• 11
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FOPEJOY
Committee?

Is this agreeable to the Chairman of the Policy

BAKER I don't know for sure how to answer that. This
motion was made in the Policy Committee just as it has been
given here and I would hesitate to change it.
POPEJOY Do you prefer, Dean Wynn, to vote on them
separately because of the difference in ideas?
WYNN They really constitute two different things, and
we are really treating the two amendments as one.
POPEJOY Under the circumstances, then, I think you will
have to make a motion to amend the motion to amend which has
been made.
WYNN Then, Mr. Chairman, I move that the amendment be
amended so as to provide for a vote upon the two items of the
original amendment separately.
POPEJOY I am not sure that this constitutes an amendment
to the amendment. It is merely a motion to designate the
method of voting. I think we can get a consensus by asking
for a vote.
DEAN OOUNTRYMAN

Second the motion.

POPEJOY Are you ready for the question on the second
amendment so that the Faculty may vote on the two parts separately . All in favor indicate by saying 11 aye. 11 Opposed? The
motion is carried.
We will now proceed with a discussion of the amendment
we will take up in the two parts. Part A will be the
irst matter before the house.

h'

;. 1 ch

cl PROFESSOR ROSENZWEIG I think that something is~ 1 ~ qui~e
bear to me. In proposing that the Latin term be utilized in
0 th of these Honors programs, does this mean these words are
supposed to be substituted for 11 highest General Honors," and
so forth, or are they just in conjunction with them?
BAKER They would be substituted for them.
this POPEJOY Any other questions or any debate in regard to
matter?
PROFESSOR HENDRICKSON Wou.l:l you mind reading off to me
cat somebody would have on his diploma if he graduated with
-Yl!! laud~, with General Honors, and also with Departmental
Wh
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Honors.
BAKER I think I should pass the buck on that to Den
nn, but I won•t. If we take the first one off the bottom
of the first page, the Bachelor of Science with General
Honors as presented here would become Bachelor of Science
£!:!ID laude in General Studies. If a student graduated with
a Bachelor of Science in--and I think I have another one
already fixed up for you here--with a Bachelor of cience
ith Highest Honors in Civil Engineering, then that would
become 11 Bachelor of Science summa .9:!.!!! laude in Civil Engineering.

II

Now. a student could graduate with the two, in which case
he would have a Bachelor of Science, let us say, surnma £!d.m
laude in General Studies and cum laude in Civil Engineering.
I believe that explains it. --HENDRICKSON
diploma?
BAKER

Is this going to increase the cost of his

It probably will.

POPEJOY The question might also be asked as to whether
or not this will extend the time for commencement. Are there
other questions?
.
PROFESSOR FREEDMAN Can a student graduate with~ laude
in General Honors cum laude in his Department and also with
distinction?
' -

th

BAKER If both motions are passed, yes, he could have all
ree.

PROFESSOR REEVE
d
ean is on?

Mr . Chairman, may I ask which side the

~ I think I wouldnrt give away any ~onfidences now
fflll said I was talked out of the Latin terminology by my
. e ow deans. I am not a bit concerned if you want to sneak
~t back in again or if it be used also with Departmental Honors.
d see no reason why we shouldn't use this terminology. A stuS~~t.can graduate Bachelor of Science .£1!!!! laude in General
Th dies and ma gna cum laude in Economics or what have you.
e catalogue will""rrierely differentiate between the Depart~ental Honors program and what it means and the so-called
be~eral Honors program and what it medns . This practice is
rei 1ng used in more recent years I should say . The terminology
ea ly is not important
"¥agn~ cum laude II means 11 · i th High
Honorsu
•
precisely and exact y .

i
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DEAN TRAVELSTEAD In view of what Professor Baker said
in answer to Professor Hendrickson's question, I think the
amendment should read 11 in General Studies. 11 ~at is now proposed in writing d oesn I t say II in General Studies. 11 In other
words, the 11.E!fil laude II should be accompanied by 11 in General
Studies II if that is what you meant, or else we wouldn 1 t be
voting on this.
BAKER What will happen, Dean Travelstead, is this, that
should this motion be passed, Dean Wynn is going to have to do
extensive revision of the whole program; and in that procedure
I would assume he will change "General Honors II to "General
Studies. 11
WYNN

That is clearly understood.

ME~BER

Question.

POPEJOY There has been a call for the question. We are
now voting on an amendment. This is the first half of the
original amendment. All in favor indicate by saying "aye. 11
Opposed? The motion is carried.
We are now ready to proceed with the second part of the
amendment.
CX)UNTRYMAN Mr. President, I would like to present an
amendment so that it reads "That the upper five per cent of
the graduating class (Law School excepted) be graduated • • • "
e have our own honors program which will come before the
Faculty today.
VERNON

I will second the motion.

POPEJOY The motion is made and has been seconded to
exclu~e the Law School from this provision. Are there any
~estions? All in favor indicate by saying "aye. 11 Opposed?
emotion is carried.
A
ny

~e will now return to the original amendment, as amended.
discussion or question?

PROFESSOR BENEDETTI Does the present proposal actually
cancel the present provision for graduating with distinction?
WYNN The last item of the proposal would do so, if it
were not for this amendment. Graduation with distinction is
~ot mentioned in the proposal which I put in my original motion
t~day. The last item, Number 4 on page~· ~oul~ cancel out
b? Present program of graduation with distinction by merely
in the top five per cent of the graduating class. The
icy Committeers amendment would restore that feature to the

p~t~g
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new honors program.
PROFESSOR WEIHOFEN Could we ask the Policy Committee to
explain why they made this particular amendment?
BAKER The reason for it is, as Dean Wynn has said, that
a student doing well in a normal program but not participating
in the Departmental Honors program or in the General Studies
program, even if he made, shall we say, a straight A in his
130 hours, would graduate with no recognition of any kind.
By restoring or adding this feature, a student who chose a
regular program in some college and made good grades would be
graduated with distinction. Otherwise, he would be ignored
and graduated with the same consideration as a straight C
s~udent. The Policy Committee felt that he should be recognized even if he didn't participate in some of the special
programs.
POPEJOY

Professor Duncan.

PROFESSOR R. M. DUNCAN I should like to ask whether the
amendment refers to the upper five per cent of his class?
POF~JOY

The upper five per cent of his graduating class.

R. M. DUNO\N That would mean in the particular college?

.

8

MR. MAC

GREGOR

No.

POPEJOY I believe the minutes should show definitely
hat this five per cent refers to the graduating class as a
whole.
t

WYNN That is right.
VERNON Can't all students take some form of honors program?
Isn't the honors program available to all of these stud
ents?

t.
WYNN The General Honors program would be without excepion, except for the Law School and except this is for a four
Year undergraduate program. Whether or not a departmental
f~ogram was available to him would depend very largely upon
a e departments adding to such a program and giving it the
mount of time this would take.
VERNON It would seem to me with the cum laude in there
you wouldn•t need this for a student who i''sgetting all A's.
that BAKER I think I would have to contradict the Dean on
• We were pretty well in agreement in the Policy Committee
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that in the College of Engineering. for one example, it would
be just about impossible for an engineering student to graduate in four years and take his regular engineering program
and work in any of these honors programs. Under the present
College of Pharmacy program, it is also just about as stringent.
Under our new program of five years which begins next eptember,
a student will have sufficient elective hours completely free
that he could participate in either program; but the engineers
on the Policy Committee were thoroughly convinced that it w s
just about impossible for an engineer to take part in this
and graduate in four years. I am sure, Dean, that I am right
on that .
PROFESSOR LONGHURST I think it is theoretically possible,
but there are some practical impossibilities .

WYNN I am sorry . I stand corrected, Mr. Chairman. The
program is available to any student , but there are 4-ye r
undergraduate programs which are so tight that it would be
highly unlikely that the student could complete a Gener l
Honors program; although I will insist that 1 have pointed out
to my colleagues in Engineering that if they really w nted
to.go along with us on this they might find it easier thdn they
think; but I don • t want to debate that question now. le did
agr 7e in the Policy Committee that it was very difficult for
engineers to take part in the General Honors program •
. PROFESSOR HUBER Dean ynn, this would not bar the
Eng1n:ering school from offering departmental programs so
that if we left out this distinction feature , the engineers
could take advantage of it through their departmental honors
program?

WYNN Yes , if the departments wish to permit this. They
would have some delicate rearrangements of student programs
t1o make , but it is not impossible at the Departmental Honors
evel .
PFOFE SOR DANE SAITH Mr . President , if some straight A
~tud ents for one reason or another don't want to take the
t~~ors program , and if they do work out a good program, I
s lnk if they graduate with distinction they should be awarded
ome honors .
d
MEMBER I think there are also students who take a good
~al of work at night and there are part- time students who
9ht be barred from this recognition .
PROFESSOR GRACE
e seem to be pretty well committed to
~hprogram of Air and Navy ROTC at this University, which bars
em from an honors program and also from departmental honors,

IC I
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as it is now. Therefore, 1 think the graduation with distinction should be retained.
ROSENZWEIG As the Honors Committee sees this Departmental
Honors program, it would really be an adaptation of the current
HB programs which any department could make as rigorous as they
saw fit; and I think it would be up to the department to decide
whether or not they can propose a program for Departmental
Honors. 1 don't know whether it would be possible to be able
to get both Departmental Honors and a commission in the Air or
Navy ROTC all at once, but that is a matter for the student 1 s
choice.
FREEDMAN I think the phrase uwith distinction" ought to
be used. It really doesn't make that much difference. If any
student is trying to evade Departmental Honors, the catalog
would indicate this. Anyone should read the catalog to see
just what it is.

MEMBER Question •
. ANE SMITH Why would it hurt the University to give a
straight A student 11 wi th distinction II even if he didn I t get
into an honors program?

POPEJOY We are about to decide that question.
favor say "aye." Opposed? The motion is carried.

All in

COUNTRYMAN Before we come to the proposal, I have two
other amendments involving changes of language which I believe are agreeable to Dean Wynn, and I will offer them as
~umber one and number two as suits his pleasure. Number one
15 on page 3, Roman numeral Ill:
"That any student in any
ba~cala~reate degree-granting division or college of the . .
University, if he fulfills the requirements, shall be eligible
0 .graduate with General Honors as defined in Section I of
his proposal (College of Law excepted). 11

l

1 The reason for the parenthetical language in the first
Pace was to make sure that the College of Law, as well as
~ther departments, could have their own honors program.
e
bav~ a proposal this afternoon which means a student could
Se.in the College of Law before he obtained his Arts and
e1~e~ces degree, and this might indicate he would not be
figible for these honors
The intent was that the College
~ Law could have a separ;te program. That intent is covered
Y the second paragraph, and I move that it be deleted.
a d The second paragraph as
ow egree-granting department
l n honors program using the
-fil:l~. and summa £1ll!! laude.

it now reads says in effect that
of the University may offex its
terminology £1!.!!! laude, ma9na ~
The intent was to make certain

V

£ ";J ?· ;·'
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1,LC .

{"'

I

this language was reserved to the degree-granting divisions.
ince we are using this for all programs, I think it would
read more appropriately if it were amended at the top of page
4 to read "with Departmental Honors approved by the Faculty."
It would make clear that the Latin language is not restricted
to the divisions. I would make that motion, also.
WYNN Mr . Chairman, these two amendments are quite
necessary to clarify the situation as it has developed since
this was written.
POPEJOY Has everyone followed this discussion up to the
point where we are now ready to vote, or would you like to
discuss it further.
MEMBER Question.
POPEJOY
is carried.

All in favor say

11

aye."

Opposed? The motion

P.R:>FESSOR REGENER Mr. President, I was waiting for this
other motion to be presented which is at the bottom of the
page .
it .

POPEJOY I was just going to ask the Chairman to present

FOSENZWEIG The Honors Committee has met and suggested two
very minor amendments. However, they are quite different in
the~r nature, so I suppose they should be made as two separate
motions . First of all I should like to state that on page 2
of ~his proposal in pa:agraph 3 (b) it says "with the aid and
advice of the Council to select students for the program and
~o terminate those wh~ are not successful; 11 I am sure that
it was not intended that this ever be interpreted that a student could not ask to get into the program. So I should like
0 move that the following amendment be made:
that the phrase
to select students for the program" be made to read "to select
from available applicants students for the program."

!

I think we might discuss that one before I make the
second one.
POPEJOY Is there a second to this motion?
What is the difference between an available
applicant and an unavailable applicant?
FREED:.\AN

ROSENZWEIG

Well, I just hadn't thought of that.

stud MEMBER iould this imply that they wouldn't try to take
ents who would not apply?

J, '
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ROSENZWEIG I don•t think there is any objection to a
student getting into the program. You have to bring the program to his attention and, therefore, you would be trying to
persuade him in that respect. ~ might get some transfer
students in here in their sophomore year, and it might be
obvious to the director of this program, and he should be
able to say that he would like to get into it if he is qualified.
DANE SMITH Mr. President, I wish we could
students instead of 11 terminating 11 them.
POPEJOY

11

drop 11 the

How does this finally read nova

ROSENZWEIG I think it finally reads 11 to select from
available applicants students for the program. 11
not?

POPEJOY

There was a second to the motion, was there

MEl'ABERS

Second the motion.

POPEJOY Are you ready to vote?
Opposed? The motion is carried.

All in favor say "aye. 11

ROSENZWEIG The second amendment concerns the fact that
~n the General Studies proposal under paragraph 3 (d) there
is a provision for the seeking of financial aid for General
Studies students. The Honors Committee feels a similar statement should be included in connection with the Departmental
Honors proposal, and I would like to move that the following
statement be added on page 3 as the fourth item under paragraph 2, the fourth item to read: "Departmental chairmen will
h~ve the cooperation of the Dean of Men in administering
financial aid to deserving departmental honors students. 11
TRAVELSTEAD

Second the motion.

MEMBER Where does that go?

2

ROSENZWEIG
on page 3.

That goes as the fourth item under paragraph

MEMBER Question.
POPEJOY

Are there any questions?

Men _PROFESSOR SHE~'\AAN SMITH
in tl~ not here. A good deal
Withhis amendment. I am sure
departmental chairmen on

Yes Mr. Chairman. The Dean of
is promised here in his behalf
that he will always cooperate
any occasion, but whdt is implied
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here is that students engaged in the Departmental Honors programs will have some financial subsidies. I don't know th t
the Dean of Men has such money to dispense. I am not sur
that an amendment of this sort would provide it for him.
ROSENZWEIG I think it is the intention of the amendment
not to guarantee aid to these students but to guarantee that
they will not be neglected in the face of the General Studies
program since we have a provision already in here of this
kind for them. It is not intended to guarantee assistance to
them, but that they will be in an asking position, shall we
say, and get some consideration for the fact that they re
doing honors work.
PROFESSOR CLINE Mr. Chairman, it would help us if we
ould know when this financial assistance would be availabl e .
Are there funds available under this honors program?
v'fNN Most of the Inds available under the honors pro9rams are awarded as tu ·tion scholarships, mostly before it
is known as to whether r not the student is going to be
accepted into the honors program. There are freshman students in the honors program that would be receiving the aid
anyway. There has been some aid for juniors in the progr m.
T~is aid has been automatic this year. This was a speci l
dispensation from the President of the University this ye r
for aid to students in the junior General Honors program.
The Dean of Men administered this on the basis of need and
he worked out an elaborate form for students to fill out to
prove their needs. There has been no guarantee from the President that this amount will be continued next year. This was
a one-year experiment· and there was no promise regarding the
following year in the'general program. Sop' omores are essentially on the same basis as regular student&. l would say that
very few, if any, sophomores are receiving aid that they would
~ot be receiving anyway on the basis of their being good stuents in the need of the aid.

•

ma· Ve are planning at the present moment--and this i~ the
in reason for a certain amount of urgency about getting
~n °f!icial faculty program of honors adopted--and it has
been indicated by the Carnegie Corporation that they would
~e ~ery much interested in providing the University of ew
t~~lco.with several thousand dollars to be used as aid ~n
thi University Honors program. They meant when they said
ones the General Honors program, because this was the only
we had of this sort except the old Honors A and Honors
it ~f this aid is forthcoming, I think you can be assured
PosWlll be given to students who a~e deservi~g •. The prod l of the Carnegie corporation is that this aid go to stuents who will be farmed out to departments for a kind of a
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apprenticeship in their major departments. I dare say that
students in the General Honors program for whom this aid is
available would be the natural student; for the Departmental
Honors program, anyway.
That, in rough form, is where we stand in this matter
at the present moment. We have no guarantee of a penny of
aid to students beyond this year unless we can get it out of
a foundation. I think, though, that I am assuming and I have
assumed for several years now, Dr. Longhurst and I, that
President Popejoy will, if he can, supply us some money to
keep the better student here and to bring this aid in to
somewhere within shooting distance of aid for those whose
proficiencies lie, we might say, in somewhat different
directions.
POPEJOY I wonder if the Chair might not make the suggestion that we substitute in there the Office of Student
Aid instead of using the term Dean of Men.
ROSENZWEIG I think this was perhaps a misunderstanding
on the part of the Honors Committee in thinking that these
two offices were rather closely connected. I see no objection,
personally. I don't know how the Honors Committee as a group
would feel about it.
POPEJOY I was trying to answer Dr. Smith's objection.
It seems to me if this becomes a document for use in the
Honors program it might develop that some particular office
of the University Staff might be in charge of student aid
and scholarships, and it might not be the office of the Dean
of Men at all.
ROSENZWEIG Couldn't we modify this to read "that
d~serving Departmental Honors students be given consideration in matters of financial aid," and not put the burden
on anybody?
POPEJOY Does this in an~ay, Dean
.
difference of methods?
1··

ynn, involve a

th WYNN I don't think so, Mr. President. The statement
1 ~~.Dr. Rosenzweig has just suggested is quite acceptable,
ink.
Vie ~OPEJOY I believe from an administrative point of
th wit would be better to identify the need for it rather
an a specific office.

ROSENZWEIG This would be satisfactory to me if the
rest of the Honors Committee is agreeable, and I don't see
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any objection corning from any of them.
HUBER Mr. President, if such a change is made, then on
page 2 in Arabic number 3 (d) a change is also needed where
it reads "in cooperation with the Dean of Men."
POPEJOY I believe this is right. This is what I had
in mind, Dean ·vynn. Is it satisfactory with the Faculty
that perhaps the best way to treat this in order to save
time is that we identify the need here and refer to the
office in charge of financial aid rather than a specific
title, and then we can move along. Does that meet with your
approval, Professor Rosenzweig?
ROSENZWEIG

Yes.

POPEJOY

Are we finished with the amendment?

MEMBERS

No.

POPEJOY All in favor of the amendment made by the Chairman of the Honors Committee indicate by saying 11 aye."
pposed?
The motion is carried. This motion as I understand it includes
the other correction, too, under the General Studies part.
REGENER I am sorry to be late and I don't know as the
time is so good for me to make an amendment and I don't know
exactly how to do it, but I will read on page 2: 11That the
operation of the General Honors program be in the hands of a
Di:ector of General Honors, appointed by the President of the
University, and a General Honors Council of five members,
~ppointed each year by the President from a slate suggested
Y the deans of the colleges, including two members from the
College of Arts and Sciences and one member from each of three
other colleges. u
Now it occurs to me that this is quite a bit of detailed
machine:y for an Honors program. This machinery, if it is
professional--it provides only for the General Honors program
~~d not the Departmental Honors program--worries me a little
it. The thing that I am concerned with most is that it
s~ems.to me that this machinery of using the General Honors
p un~il whose membership is suggested by the deans to the
aresictent is a procedure which deviates from the generally
n~certed policy of this Faculty of wnich we have been proud;
ce~~ Y• that the Faculty has a prerogative of exercising
a ain measures of control over matters that are purely
ccactemic
d
, such as an honors program. I t seems th a t th·is proc~ Ure would bypass some faculty standing committee duly rean~!nded by the Policy Committee and appointed by the Faculty,
it would appear that the Faculty standing committee of
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Honors would be the one bypassed in this particular case. The
Faculty, if this goes through this way, does not seem to have
a hand in the selection of Faculty members for this Honors
Council, and the Policy Committee, for example, could not call
for an annual report, which is the case with all other academic
matters handled through faculty standing committees. I notice
that the Graduate Committee does this and the Registration
Committee, as a standing committee, and the Director of Student
Affairs, and so forth. I don't mean to say it couldn't work
that way, but it would seem that there is a little matter of
principle involved which is not put in here intentionally, I
believe; but it causes me considerable concern.
I don't know how to do this. I want to see this thing
~o through here today, and I don•t have any good way of doing
~t that would satisfy me, but I think I will try moving that
item 3, and by this I mean only item 3 which refers to the
organization of the General Honors program, be referred to the
Policy Committee. I believe that that does not preclude our
voting on the whole program today and perhaps that item 3
could be worked on by the Policy Committee to see that the
Faculty has the usual measure of control over such matters.
So perhaps I would like to move that item 3 be referred to
t~e Policy Committee with a view toward modifying the functions and duties of the standing committee on Honors in such
a way that the general supervision of these Honors programs
would be in the hands of a standing committee on Honors.
POPEJOY

Is that your motion?

REGENER That is my motion.
MEMBER Second the motion.
.
ROSENZWEIG This seeming usurpation of the Honors Committee's power is established to encourage the individual
~onors program which is undertaken. This program, I think,
as.been quite successful, but in the last few years we have
~oticed that eligibility for doing HA or HB Honors has been
0 ;s~d on grades, and we have had to go to the various.dean's
d fices to check· and enrolling in HA or HB programs is
~pendent on whether some faculty member in the department
~ 1 9ht agree on something he was doing, and we discovered in
ahe_last couple of years in the Honors Co~ittee:-we have had
thlittle booth at registration where we sign a piece of paper
bat it is all right with us that the student take Honors-ut that was about it.
There has been in the minds of several of the members
of the Honors Committee the idea that the individual departments are in the best position to decide what constitutes

./

,./
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work beyond and above the requirements for honors work in the
departments. The General Studies program has never been a
part of the existing HA and HB program. At its inception
the HA and HB program was used as a mechanism for setting up
some courses, but the Committee doesn't feel very strongly
about losing its control over Departmental Honors, because
it is a function that the departments can best execute. So
from this point of view I don't think that your objection is
valid, Dr. Regener. I think we would be happy about it.

I don't care to comment particularly on the other
aspect of whether this should be an administrative function
in regard to General Studies, but the Honors Committee did
not feel that this involved them directly, so they did not
express an opinion on that aspect of it.
PROFESSOR SQ-iOLES Mr. President, is this standing
committee to be appointed just as before?
ROSENZWEIG It would continue until January 1, 1961,
which would be the time needed to accommodate the existing
program for the people who are already involved. Then at
t~at ~ime, at least at this point, the Honors Committee
will intend to dissolve itself.
. WEIHOFEN As I understood professor Regener, one question ~hat struck me was if you are going to have an Honors
Coun~il, why isn't it elected by the Faculty instead of by
appointment?
.ROSENZWEIG I agree that this is open for discussion
and is perhaps appropriate for this Faculty to discuss.
POPEJOY

Any other comments?

. TRAVELSTEAD I would like to comment on both of these.
1
H think.Professor Rosenzweig in speaking of the Departmental

a~lors

lS

quite correct.

I think those departments are best

A e to decide what shall be honors work in each department.
t~ a member of the group which is probably responsible for
e wording of this Dean Wynn I hold no concern myself as
one 0 f the administrative
•
•
·
officers
for this particular
pro-

C:dure. I don't think it has to be done that way, and it
~~g~t very well not be done that way. I think what we were
siYing to get was some broad representation across the Un~verh ty. I won't speak for the President as to whether I think
b:ishould appoint them or not, but I would not hold for this
ng the only way for it to be done.
iyyNN I am going to give a resume of ou 7 deliberations
0
mnt~his point instead of speaking for or against Dr. Regener's
0 ion.
I happen to feel very strongly on this point and
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have from the beginning. We made a compromise in the discussions among the deans on this point. This previously called
for the appointment by the President of an honors council, period. There was a reason for that, but this much of a compromise was made at least to indicate some spread throughout the
University. This is provided without at the same time giving
one college of the Institution which is almost half of it
such slight representation as it has now on many of our committees. This provides for the appointment of five members
to the Council, two from the A & S College and the remainder
from the other colleges. Those of us who feel so strongly
about this put a great deal of time and effort into the initiating of this proposal. We felt simply that an elected
honors corrunittee is not as likely to do the job as a corrunittee
appointed by the President with semi-administrative functions
to go out and get the job done.
.
e have had--and I am not casting any aspersions or blaming any individuals whatsoever--but we have had an elected
honors corrunittee for many, many years; and with no aspersions
o~ any individual faculty member who ever served on that committee, I can say that this elected committee, with enough to
do elsewhere to keep it busy, did not keep up with the times
on the matter of the honors programs. If I were the director
0! a general honors program, or if somebody asked me to be the
director of a general honors program, I would think five times
b7fore I would give my consent to working in a semi-administrative job with an elected corrunittee. We don't do this to chairme~ of departments. We give them more freedom of action than
this •. This is not a department; this is an all-universi~y
.
function. The director should have somebody from the University
as a_whole to check up on him, but I don't believe an.elected
committee can do this job as well as a committee appointed by
the President. This is a compromise be~we:n th~ functio~s of
a faculty corrunittee and the functions within a Job that is
~ery largely administrative. I would feel that the chances of
ucce~s of the program for the next few years would be greatly
curtailed if this amendment were passed.
POPEJOY

Professor Regener.

REGENER Mr. President, I don't believe my amendment would
~~ces.sari~ y do away with the director or the ~anner in which
the Co~ncil were chosen since my amendment tries.to make su:e
F ere is some general control by a standing committee of this
That may not at all preclude the.coming into be~ng
0 ;culty.
an honors council with a director. It Just would retain a
~ertain amount of faculty control over all matters pertaining
bo ~onors, especially if this Honors Committee would go out of
s~siness, which I would deeply regret. I do not mean that they
0 Uld administer this honors program, but the amendment would
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refer the matter to the Policy Committee in order to consider
the matter further with a view toward retaining overall control over honors programs. The actual administration of the
honors programs may well be in the hands of a council or director,
but why should there not be a committee of this Faculty which
deals with matters of principle?
HUBER May I ask the Chairman of the Policy Committee
whether this same aspect of the policy was discussed in the
Policy Committee prior to coming to this body with the proposal for general approval.
BAKER It was discussed briefly, and there was considerable divergence of opinion on this one particular point; but
as far as this point being settled as an individual point,
it was not settled in the Policy Committee as an individual
point.
WYNN Mr. President, as far as the Faculty's control
over the operations of this Council and the Director is concerned, I should like to point out that on page 2 in item 4,
and later under the proposal having to do with Departmental
Honors programs, it is specifically stated that the program
for graduation with General Honors and later the program for
graduation with General Honors are subject to review by the
general Faculty at any time.
POPEJOY

Where is the second reference, Dean Wynn?

WYNN Page 2, point 4; and it is repeated under the
Departmental Honors program on page 3, item 2 (1).
POPEJOY Any other observations or questions?
.
PROFESSOR CLARK Mr. Chairman, is the Chair of the opinion
~t wo~ld be possible to vote on the other poi~ts in this.motion
t~ this amendment passes, in order to send this part of it back
the Policy Committee?
•

POPEJOY The question that I have here at this point, and
1
th~no~ that this exists, is that there is some urgency ab?ut
tis in connection with the Carnegie proposal. 1 would like
t~ ask Dean Wynn if the deletion of this section would hurt
at possibility in any way.
WYNN 1 think it would be very embarrassing and very
dangerous to delay vote on this proposal beyond today.
th· POPEJOY The question was whether or not the deletion of
a 15 .section as a result of this motion would embarrass the
0 PPlication, or would this void in the statement be noticeable
r have any effect on our Carnegie presentation?
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WYNN What our presentation should contain is a complete
program in detail, approved by the Faculty; and we are already
past the deadline given to us for tne presentation of the proposal. We have permission to delay this until after this
Faculty meeting here today.
R. M. DUNCAN It seems to me that the current Honors program , General Studies program, has been successful and I think
that the success is due to a very great extent, possibly, to
the enthusiasm of the people who have been connected with it;
and it occurs to me that the method presented for selecting
the honors council may assure us of a more enthusiastic council,
and I would believe that we ought to approve this method, but
at the same time I certainly reserve the right to change my
mind in a year or two and vote to select the council by a different manner .
TRAVELSTEAD May I ask Dr . Regener a question? Vould
your point at least in part be answered if there was a provision for a report to the Faculty on this program?
. REGENER No. I would just like the whole thing to be
discussed by the Policy Committee a little more. That is the
wnole intent of my motion . I can see that if the regular
faculty standing committee on honors goes out of business,
we are losing the regular channel of faculty control in a
matter Vvhich is purely academic.
POPEJOY Are you ready to vote on the amendment?
MEMBERS

Question .

POPEJOY All in favor of the amendment indicate by saying "aye . " Opposed? The motion to amend is lost.
Are there additional amendments?
REEVE Mr . President I have no amendment to offer,
~~? I am not discussing a~y merits on this thing; bu! the
le have the unique
5 . 10 9 ~hat troubles me is procedure .
tituation of the Policy Committee bringing in an amendment
It doesn't make
5 a policy brought to us from elsewhere .
Pense from the standpoint of procedure. I am on page?,
art 4 , and there the Faculty is going through the curious
0 cect1:1re of voting its elf a power which it already possesses.
it reminds me of the time when the Parliament of England voted
Whself a pardon from France and then voted a pardon for the
0 le nation .

°

f~

Shou BAKER I think, as Chairman of the Policy Committee, l
Odd ld e~plain why this has come to the Faculty int e rat er
way in which it has . It was a matter of urgency. The Pol.icy
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Committee would have preferred to have carried this through
and worked out the amendments and changes and tried to get the
agreement of the deans, and so forth; but we simply didn't have
time . The reason it has come to you in this manner with the
proposal from one source and the amendment from the Policy Committee is because we didn't have time; and, as you have heard,
the dean has to get his request in if it is going to go in at
all. The dean was present at two Policy Committee meetings
in which we did discuss this. and it was agreed that this
would be the best way in which to bring it to the Faculty.
Perhaps it was not exactly correct, but it was the best thing
we felt we could do under the circumstances .

MEMBER Question.
POPEJOY Is there a call for a vote on the original motion
as amended several times?
MEMBERS

Question.

POPEJOY All those in favor so indicate by saying
Opposed? The motion is carried .

11

aye. 11

The next item on the agenda is a proposal for graduation
honors in the College of Law . This will be presented by Dean
Countryman •

Graduation
Honors in
the College
of Law

CX::>UNTRYlv\AN Mr. President, our proposal is very simple
and very brief.
/e propose to set as minimum standards. for
graduation honors two requirements (1) that the graduating
student has successfully completed two seminars prescribed
by.the Law chool and (2) that he should have achieved a grade
point average of 2.4 for cum laude , 2. 6 for magna ~ laude,
and 2.8 for summa cum laucfe:' I emphasize that these are not
~utomatic standards but minimum standards which he must have
efore he can be considered for the honors .
VERNON
POPEJOY

Second the motion .
Any questions?

MEMBER Question.
ind ' POPEJOY The question has been called for . All in favor
icate by saying "aye . u Opposed? The motion is carried .
The next item on the agenda is a recommendation for a minor ithdrawal
~~:nge . in regulations regarding withdrawal from classes and from from Classes
University. by Mr. .acGregor .
MAC GREGOR I have three very minor changes here .

I will
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present each of them individually. Page 90 of the General
Catalog in our General Program of Studies contains our Faculty
regulation governing dropping of classes, and we have a statement which reads as follows: 11 QiANGE IN PRCGRAM OF STUDIES.
The student who desires to add a course to, or drop a course
from, his program of studies. should obtain from his college
office a petition for change in program of studies. The
student obtains signatures called for on this form and returns
it to that office. The college sends the form to the Office
of Admissions and Records where official entry is made on the
student's record. When a student dro s a course official!
after the first 4 wees of the semester or the 2
the summer session, he will receive a grade of W
ing to his standing in the course at the time of withdrawal.
In the College of Law. a student desiring to drop a course
after the first 8 weeks must petition the faculty in writing
to drop the course and receive a grade of W therein. 11
It was the feeling of the Committee that this should be
?mended to read as follows. beginning with the fourth sentence
in the middle of the paragraph: 11 \hen a student drops a
course officially after the first 4 weeks of the semester or
the 2d week of the summer session, he will receive a grade of
.or F according to his standing in the course at the time of
withdrawal. except that no student may withdraw after the 12th
week of the semester or the 6th week of the summer session with
a.grade of W without petition to. and approval by, the dean or
director of his college. For regulations governing withdrawal
from all courses for which a student is enrolled. refer to the
paragraph entitled 'WITHDRAWAL FR<lv\ THE UNIVERSITY' on P• 91.
In the College of Law, a student desiring to drop a course
~fter.t~e first 8 weeks must petition the faculty ~hat Co~le~e
n writing to drop the course and receive a grade of W therein.
In other words in the College of Law there would be no
change. They have; special regulation governing their pro~ram. ~his is merely an attempt to put in the c~talog a .
fule which will back up the colleges and the advisers assigned
t! 0 ~ the colleges if they want to keep a student.who is.really
fying to escape a poor grade in a course from withdrawing
a ter the twelve weeks.
Pro Mr. P:esident, I would like to recommend first that this

r posed minor rewording of the regulation be approved. and
so move.

PROFESSOR GENTRY

Second the motion.

POPEJOY Any discussion?
see how this operates. If
the .PROFESSOR WEIHOFEN I don't student to escape, he gives
instructor does not want the
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him an F. That is true now, isnct it? Apparently this is an
attempt by which the instructor is going to pass the buck to
the dean, but how can the dean do it? The instructor isn't
willing to say, "I recommend an F, 11 and he feels better about
it; but it seems to be going around in circles without anyone
taking the responsibility.
MAC GREGOR I will try and explain it in this way. At
the present time many of the colleges have attempted to discourage students on this and yet if you turn to the catalog,
they have nothing to back them up in this matter.
e have
merely made it a matter of record. Under the old routine the
student has to get the approval of the college for withdrawal,
but if the college wishes to adopt a policy of discouraging
the student from withdrawing at that time after hearing the
student's case and seeing that it was not a good one and that
he was just trying to get out, really they have nothing in
the catalog to back them up. Are there any members of the
Entrance and Credit Committee here who would like to add to
this?
HUBER I question Professor Weihofents interpretation of
~hat this means. It says under the wording in the old catalog
~f he_is passing he should receive a W. He would have to show
~n this case mitigating circumstances that warrant a drop beore he could receive aw, and in that case the dean should
be bet~er able to rule upon this when the student comes in.
~~~nsider this an especially useful tool for the University
ege.
WEIHOFEN
MEMBERS

I see the point now that you are getting at.
Question.

POPEJOY All in favor indicate by saying "aye."
The motion is carried. ·

Opposed?

MAC GREGOR We have two ways of getting out of courses.
y~e ~ay is to withdraw from a single course, the one which
f u ave just voted upon. Now, the student who withdraws .
crom the University which means he withdraws from all of his
A~u~se5>is a differ;nt problem; and this is my next proposal.
off·he present time the student goes to the Dean of Men 1 s
de ice.and gets a withdrawal card and gets a grade of W o: F,
noPending upon whether or not he is passing. The regulation
UN;Vreads on page 91 General Catalog:
"WlTHDRA AL FROM THE
hi ERS~TY. When an.undergraduate student wishes to ~ancel
ses registration and withdraw from the University during the
nele~te:, he should secure a withdrawal card from th 7 Personcard ffice; the graduate student should secure the wit~drawal
Und from the Dean of the Graduate School. Any unmarried
of e~gr?du?te student under 21 years of age must h~ve a.letter
Gra~ rmission from parents to withdraw from the University.
dra es of W or Fare shown on the student's record if he withws from the University after the first 4 weeks of the
0

·thdrawal
from the
Un versit
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semester or first 2 weeks of a summer session. When a student
leaves the University during a semester and does not carry out
his withdrawal according to this regulation, he becomes liable
for a grade of Fin all of his classes, even though he is passing his courses up to the time of leaving. 11
We propose to amend this provision to read: 11 WITHDRAWAL
THE UNIVERSITY. .'hen an undergraduate student wishes to
withdraw from all the courses in which he is enrolled during
the semester, he should secure a withdrawal card from the
Personnel Office; the graduate student should secure the withdrawal card from the Dean of the Graduate School; and the
non-degree student, from the Community College office. Any
unmarried undergraduate student under 21 years of age must
have a letter of permission from parents to withdraw from the
University. Grades of W or Fare shown on the student's
record if he withdraws from the University after the first
4 weeks of the semester - or first 2 weeks of a summer session,
exce t that no under raduate or non-de ree student ma withdraw from the University after the 2th week of the semester
or the 6th week of the summer session with a grade or grades
of Wexce t u on eti tion to and a roval b
both the dean
or director of his co ege and the Personne dean. W en a
student leaves the University during a semester and does not
~arry out his withdrawal according to this regulation, he
ecomes liable for a grade of Fin all of his classes, even
though he is passing his courses up to the time of leaving. 11
FROM

Mr. Chairman, I move this amendment be adopted by the
Faculty.
HUBER Second the motion.
POPEJOY

It is open for discussion.

MEMBERS

Question.

POPEJOY All in favor of the motion indicate by saying
aye ... Opposed? The motion is carried.

M

MAC GREGOR You will remember that this Faculty last
cear passed a new regulation governing changes on audited
t~urse~. It was stated that a student may change from cr~dit
or ~udit basis during the first 4 weeks of a reg~lar se 7sion
a wo_weeks of a summer session if the student is earning
th~a~sing grade. Also after the 12th week of the semester or
fr th week of a summer session the student could change
Thr: ~redit to audit if he was earning a grade of C or better
Grad is the way it was after it was changed last year. The
and ~ate.Committee has proposed to the committee on Entrance
redits that we make a change with reference to students
y

Audlt

S tus
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enrolled for graduate credit stating they can make this change
only if they are earning a grade of B or better. The regulation now reads, page 91, General Catalog: 11 Audi ted Courses.
A student may register for a course as an auditor. without
credit. provided he obtains the permission of the instructor
concerned and of the dean or director of the college having
jurisdiction over his program of studies. The fee for audited
courses is the same as for credit courses.
A student may not change from audit to credit basis
after the first two weeks of the semester or the first week
of the summer session.
11

He may change from credit to audit basis within the first
4 weeks of the semester or the first 2 weeks of the summer
session regardless of his grade at the time the change is made.
Change from credit to audit between the end of the 4th week
and the end of the 12th week of the semester or between the
end of the 2d week and the end of the 6th week of the summer
session can be made only if the student is earning a passing
grade. After the 12th week of the semester or the 6th week
of !he summer session, the student may change from credit to
audit only if he is earning a grade of C or better."
11

We proposed to change the last sentence to read: "After
the 12th week of the semester or the 6th week of the summer
session, a student enrolled for undergraduate credit may
change from credit to audit only if he is earning a grade of
C ?r better; a student enrolled for graduate credit may make
this change only if he is earning a grade of B or better."
I would like to move approval of this proposal.

MEMBER Second the motion.

POPEJOY Any discussion?
.MEMBER Does this mean a student audits rather than withraw1ng?

d

at

MAC GREGOR Occasionally you have a student at the gradur·e level who, like a student at the undergraduate level.
t~~ds.he i~ not making ~he grade and would like to get ?ut of
st situation. we have permitted them to change to audit
ca~!us_until the last week; but now the graduate schoo~, beha e it requires a Bin the course, says they would like to
ve that changed from c to Bin order to protect their interests Just
·
as you have protected them at the undergra dua t e l eve l.
Wl.'encR. M. DUNCAN It is a little late to be throwin~ monk~y
hes, but I noticed you have equated summer sessions with

1/12/60, p. 24

semesters; but in our department we have several accelerated
courses and sometimes the entire semester is finished in four
weeks.
MAC GREGOR This is a separate problem.
R. M. DUNCAN

Yes, but somewhat the same.

MAC GREGOR It is the same problem, but it hasnlt actually
been faced yet. What we have tried to do is equate it as
closely as we could, but, of course this is an exception.
made.

R. M. DUNCAN

ell, consider my remarks not having been

PROFESSOR DAUB If this student is in a course and does
not get permission
om the various persons listed, would he
be able to change 1:111111n audit status in order to escape getting a low grade? The student at the end of the 12th week
may have a C, but it will be such a low C that he is sure it
will drop to a D.
MAC GREGOR
here today.
it.

I am glad there are no students listening

PROFESSOR HAiv\MEL

Dontt worry, they will find out about

DAUB He has got to go to the dean of his college, or the
director in order to change the status of a course?
•
MAC GREGOR

Yes.

PROFESSOR STEGER In view of the motion just passed, it
would seem more consistent if we didn't permit a student to
change to audit at all after the 12th week.
w . MAC GREGOR I would like to
hile before deciding it to be a
0 U are saying is that you would
a~cul~y regulation, and 1 am not
this time.

J

·think that one over for a
reasonable solution. What
like to change the general
prepared to recommend that

d
MEMBER There are times when this is justified if a stui:ntis course is too heavy. He will get something out of it
Cha~e.audits. we have had perfectly legitimate requests for
ging to audit status.
diff MAC GREQ)R There are cases such as illness and financial
justifc~lties and other reasons which give a student a completely
lable reason for changing to audit status, so we have left

/12/60, p. 25

the terms of this in the hands of his college and the personnel
involved who will find out his reasons and his problems. I
donit believe we ought to tie it down at this point . Ther is
no rule that at some place doesn t have to be broken.
STEGER I should think if a person wanted to change to
audit status after the 12th week he should still h ve
right
to petition for it, but I was suggesting that the rights for
withdrawal and for audit status be the same after the 12th
eek.
same.

MAC GREGOR

I am not sure they are not essentially the

HUBER They are not the same. I think Professor steger•s
position would be more in conformity with what we hav alre dy
done . If we were to add 11 at the discretion of the dean or tha
college involved, 11 you still retain the minimum of a C t the
undergraduate level and a Bat the graduate level; but you
.ou!d give the dean or director the right to absolutely refuse
it if the circumstances didn 1 t warrant it. I m not sp aking
for this, necessarily, but I think there is a difference.
MAC GREGOR What you are saying is that we should r or
tne regulation now pertaining to audit courses, if I und r
tand what you are getting at, to state that the approv 1 in
any case of the dean of the college must be added.
HUBE

After the 12th week.

He has a right to ch ng

as the regulation is now worded up to the 12th week if t
the undergraduate level his grade is at least C and at the

graduate level his grade is at least B, subject to pet'tion
and permission of the dean or director.
• C GfiEGOR Is this what you had in mind?
STESiER Yes, essentially; but what I had in mind, also,
that it shouldn 1 t be automatic.

is

It is not automatic, but it should have
~Pproval of the college, and there was nothing in th cat t~g to substantiate it. I have no objection to amending
te whole thing subject to the approval of the dean of the
~dentts college if that will meet your feeling in he
ter.
W~C GREG)

POPEJOY Do you want the whole motion restated?
STEGER Well, I feel that there has been a meeting of
e minds .

h
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MAC GREGOR I would like to propose that we add to this
and make it read "after the 12th week of the semest r or th
6th week of the summer session, a student enrolled for unde
graduate credit may change from credit to audit only if he
is earning a grade of C or better: a student enrolled for
graduate credit may make this change only if he is earning
a grade of B or better," and then add wording to this effect:
•The change is subject to the approval of the college in
hich the student is enrolled."
STEGER

hat about the instructor?

MAC GREGOR The instructor starts this thing.
recommend to the dean that it could be granted.

REEVE What is the position of the adviser?
have to approve the withdrawal slip?
MAC GRECDR
REEVE
pproval?

He may
o sh

No he doesn 1 t.

Can a student withdraw without the adviser•

MAC GREGOR He is supposed to get the adviser's approv l
on all program changes.
HUBER This problem has arisen in all of the college
and numerous times in the University College. The dvis r
c~lls my office, for instance, and says, "Can this tud nt
lthdraw?" I donlt particularly approve. But the student
sh?ws me the catalog, and the catalog says that he sh 11 re
ceiv 7 a grade of wif he is passing. 1, of course, don 1 t
particularly like to see a student withdraw at the 14 h or
~5th week; and, incidently a large number of them have withf~awn even after the last iecture class and prior to th ir
tinal examination. However, there is nothing you can sho
~e student in the catalog that the dean of the college c n
a 0 lutely refuse rather than merely dissuade; and, as a re~u ~. the Entrance and Credits Committee has come up w th thi
t~vic 7 in order to place in at least one area of the Universi y
.e right to say no when the circumstances seem to warr nt the
ltu~tion . I know of many instructors who refuse to sign these;
and if the student then bucks it, the problem immediately arise
r to whether or not the instructor can be upheld under t e
egulations .

!

he 1

5

• M. DUNCAN The instructor is the only one who knows if
passing or not.

his CLAR
Mr. President, would it delay Mr. Mac regor if
particular motion were to come before the Faculty t th
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next meeting?
be tabled.
POPEJOY

If not, then I should move that this motion
The catalog is always confronting us.

MAC GREGOR The catalog is now past the deadline. All
this proposal originally was based upon is a recommendation
to the Committee on Entrance and Credits by the Graduate Committee, and the Graduate Committee merely asked that we amend
this regulation in the catalog so that a graduate student
should not change from credit to audit status in the last week
if he were making less than a grade of Bin the course.

..

CLARK I understand that very clearly, Mr. Mac Gregor,
but the discussion has gotten into other areas.
MAC GREGOR I have the feeling that what you are worried
about up there when you asked me to change this wording-POPEJOY

That is Professor Steger up there.

MAC GRE(I)R --Professor Steger, is that probably there
are some cases in which students shouldn 1 t be permitted to do
this• Is that right?
STEGER

I am not on the mean side of the question.

MAC GREGOR You didn't think he should be at all?
STEGER I am opposed to any withdrawals of any kind •
. MAC GREGOR I proposed a change, but I think that I am
slightly out of order in doing so. I would like to ask Dr.
Castetter if he feels this change we have proposed is. in
the Opinion of the Graduate Committee, a reasonable change.
VICE-PRESIDENT CASTETTER
Ent

MAC GREGOR He says yes. How does the Committee on
ranee and Credits feel about it?
TRAVELSTEAD

~

Yes.

~.
'-<"'es t·ion.

POPEJOY

There has been a call for the question. Are you
.
.
bY saying
.
"aye • u
All in favor indicate
The motion is carried.

. . eady f or the vote?
o
PPosed?

Six The next i tern on the agenda is a proposal for a combined
do -year course of prelegal and legal education. Dean Wynn.
You have this item?

Combined
6-Year Course
of Prelegal
and Legal
Education; Law
Minor in
College of Art:
and Sciences
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o, thi
OOUNT

graphed pctrts
from the ollege
to the ommi tt e
January 8, l
Committee on
the control o

on

i

for Dean Countryman.

ropos l is submitted in two mimeoemo to the Committee on Curricula
d ted ec mber 17, 1959 and the other
rr·cula from the College of Law dated
prop al as mended was approved by the
d y.
tis concerned entirely with
due tion.

require ents up until now for
of La h ve been the completion
y ars of undergraduate work. Along
s the opportunity extended by the Coland the College of Business Adminisnce of a combined six-year course of
dy in order to take a degree in
es if the student satisfied his degree
.
.
en graduating classes plus the class
which will graduate tis year, only ten students graduating
from the l
school lso took a degree in rts and Sciences;
and ~nly six gr du ting fro the College of Business Administration also took
d gree in usiness Administration. This
meant that the rest of our students did not meet the requirements of the underg du t
colleges. They took some sort
of collection of courses in their undergraduate year and got
a C average in the co rses they were amassing.
y

This Fae lty voted in 1957 ~o put a requirement into
effect for ou College of La next year.
e know that other
Colleges of La
ich h ve had the degree requirements since
dhe turn of the c ntury are making the same complaints as we
ho.
e kno th t i n t e past almost half of our students
ad the first degree before they came to the law school.
hen we compa e their records with those who have only three
years• we find no distinct· on.
.
le think the d'fficulty with our entrance requirements
}s th~t the student doesn t make a proper selection of courses
a~~ his legal tr ining· and the solution we propose as an
is e~na ·
th fi ~t d gr
b fore entering law school
u .si~ply th · Any uden eligible to transfer from the
t~lversity Colleg and any student with an equivalent educao}0~ may ap~ly for permis ion to enter this ~ix-ye?r program.
receive we vill make a selection purely
00 he appl cants
1 siandards.
e will try to select students based upon the
c!~a aptitude t t , oral interviews, and anything else we
abl lay our hands on that will enable us to select the most
fir! students
tudents will still be required to ta~e their
lo t Bachelor's degre in Arts and Sciences• They will folw a somewhat different course. They will in their sophomore

2
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.,......
and junior years take predomina±ly undergraduate courses in
the Arts and Sciences so that t'tey may have a few hours of
law courses in those years. To the extent that they do have
a few hours of law courses in those years, they will still
have time to take some non-law courses. They will have to
meet the degree requirements of the College of Arts and
Sciences. In connection with that, we proposed to the College of Arts and Sciences, and they are willing to accept,
a minor in law. These students, from the time they are
accepted at the end of their freshman year, will be advised
with respect to the major requirements and the requirements
in Arts and Sciences by the Faculty of the College of Arts
and Sciences. They will be advised with respect to their
minor in law and their electives by the faculty of the College of Law; and our chief aim in proposing this system is
that we will be able to advise them in the choice of their
electives so that they will first develop a better command
of the English language and for speaking purposes than most
of ~hem now have and they will acquire greater breadth in
their general education fields than they now have.
This proposal, as I say, is acceptable to the College
of Arts and Sciences and has been approved by the Committee
on Curricula. If we are allowed to engage in this experiment, we will be able to demonstrate that the chief difficulty in the past has been the selection of courses for
prelegal education. We believe, also, we are talking about
a small experiment. We would be most surprised if we had
te1n students selected next year. Five students would be
c oser.
~r. President, I move the adoption of the proposal
~?ntained in the memo from the College of Law to the Combittee on Curricula dated December 17, 1959, as amended
ty the memorandum from the College of Law to the Commitb:e on_Curricula dated January 8, 1960, both of which have
en distributed to the members of the Faculty.
CLARK

Second the motion.

Do ~ understand th~t this m~nor in the College
ts and Sciences will be included in your motion?

of ArWYNr~

O)UNTRYMAN That would be perfectly all right, and I

so move•

CLARK I second the motion.
PropoPOPEJ?Y We are now also including in the motion the
Sed minor in law in the college of Arts and Sciences.
O}lJNTRYMAN

That is right.

'.
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The

POPEJOY All in favor indicate by saying
motion is carried.

11

aye. 11

Opposed?

I know that Mr. Worley would very much like to show you
this film, "Watershed, 11 in color and sound, today; and I would
like very much to see it. On the other hand, Mr. Worley, it
is very late; and perhaps at some other time during the year
when the Faculty is present with all of the members present
that we had here earlier, it would be better to show it.
Are there any other announcements or any other matters
to come before the Faculty at this time? If not, the meeting
stands adjourned.
Adjournment, 5:45 p.m.

Pack

Foundation
Film,
1 atershed"
11

2
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pri_OPOSAL 10 IN~'.,.T:rUTE A REVISED H'JNORS PROGRAM
IN THE UNIVERSITY OF NEW MEXICO

In the spring of 1957, Professor John E. Longhurst picked about
twelve of the better students from his large lecture section of
History 2 and offered to meet them an extra period a week to di scus s
a large arrount 1Jf reading t:ha t the students were willing to undert".ke.
This experiment was so successful that by the opening of Semester I,
1957-58, Dr. Longhurst and I had secured the enthusiastic consent of
President Popejoy to procr..·3G with a new type of experimental Honors
program, making use of HA -:md HB to provide credit for the students.
The Honors Director, Professor Rosenzweig, and the Honors Committee
gave . enthusiastic cooperation. Shortly thereafter the Committee on
Curricula approved some special offerings under the heading of
Gen~ral Studies (see current catalog, p. 243). Since that time the
assigrunent of credit through HA-HB has not been used for work in the
ne;v or experimental Honors program.
Five students who started on an informal non-cre dit basis with
Professor Longhurst in Semester II, 1957, will be graduating at the
end of the current academi c year. These five students will have had
12 hours of General Studies ~fferings and 6 hours of Honors A by
June, 1960. Because I beiieve we should recognize these students,
and because the new or experimental Honors program has met with favor
am~ng students and faculty, I propose that the faculty of the University formally institute a University-wide Honors program, with a
special provision to graduate with General Honors (upon the recommendat ton
·
·
of the temporary Honors Council) those students wh o b egan in
Semester II, 1956-57.
Details of the proposal are as follows:
I.

GRADU.A TION WITH GENERAL HONORS

1 • That there be instituted a program of General Hon rs, upon
~uccessful completion of which the student will receive the baccaaureate degree with approDriate designation nwith Highest General
~~nors ; i "With High Generai Honors / 1 "With General Honors' " e : g ·'
Hichelor of Science, With General Honors; Bachelor of Ar~s, W~th
Gegh General Honors; Bachelor of Science in Edu~ation , ~ith High .
neral Honors· Bachelor of Fine Arts in Art, With General Hwnors,
etc.
,
2• That the minimum basic requirements for gra duation with any
level of General Honors sr _11 be as follows: (a) an over-all gr~de Point average of 2 • 2; (b) s c..mp.letion of 18 of the 24 hours liste
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(or to be listed) under 'General Studies 1; (Honors) (see catalog,
p. 243), including, normally, the program for the senior year; (c)
certification by the General Honors Council. (The General Honors
Council will determine the level of General Honors in all cases.)

' !'

f

3. That the operation of the General Honors program be in the
hands of a Director of General Honors, appointed by the Presi dent of
the University, and a General Honors Council of five members, app oined each year by the President from a slate suggested by the deans of
the colleges, including two members from the College of Arts and
Sciences and one member from each of three other colleges. (Any
member of the Gene r al Hon,:J r & Council may be rea~pointed indefinitely,
but all appointment s shall be made for one year at a time.) The
Director of Genera l Honors shall be an ex-officio and non-voting member of the General Honors Council. The Director of General Honors
shall be the execu t ive officer of the program. His duties shall include the following: (a) to serve as chairman of the Council; (b)
with the aid and advice of the Council, to select students for the
program and to terminate those who are not successful; (c) to secure
staff for the offerings in the program and to make necessary arrangements with the deans of colleges and the academic vice-president;
(d) in cooperation with the Dean of Men to administer financial aid
to deserving General Hono, s students who have need; and (e) to serve
as chief adviser to General Honors students, delegating as much of
this work as necessary to :ouncil members, General Honors staff, and
other faculty members.
Tha.t the duties of the General Honors Council, in addition to
those men tioned in i tern 2 above shall be as follows: (a) to serve
as a ge'i.: G.ral steering committee' of the program; (b) to formulate
policy f ;:-.r the General Honors program, to determine ge_n eral criteria
for adm: ssion to continuance in and graduation from the program ,
and to get appro~al of these by ~he general faculty; and (c) to recommend to the Committee on Curricula any changes in offerings in the
Genera l Honors program.
That the program i or Graduation with General Honors, or any
deta· 4.
1 1 of the program shall be subject to review b Y t h e genera 1
facult
Y at any time. ,

II.

GRADUATION WITH HONORS IN· · · .
(Departmental Honors)

1. That there be instituted also a program of graduation with
onors in • • • • [a department' or a college in cases where the

H
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college is not depa rtment~lizecU to be administ~r~d by th~ d8partments or the degree-granting colleges individually or separately, with
the diploma for th e baccalaureate degree indicating the field in Nhich
the student has exc e lled and the level of honors attained, for example, Bachelor of Sc i ence , With Highest Honors in Civil Engineering;
Bachelor of Scie nce, With High Honors in Pharmacy; Bachelor of Arts,
With Honors in Economics; e t ~.

2.

That the control of this program of departmental honors
shall be largely and substa ntially in the hands of the separate departments (or colleges , where there are no departments within a
college), provided that (1) any departmental program shall be subject
to review by the appropriate college faculty or by the general faculty
at any time; (2) that Graduation with Honors in . . . shall never be
a matter solely of performance in standard courses or of grade-point
averages in either the field of specialization or the entire program
of the student, but shall be granted as a result of the satisfactory
completion of a specific program including specific requirements
above and beyond the requirements for graduation without honers; and
(~) . that any departmental pr0gram shall always respect the following
minimal criteria: (a) an over-all grade-point average of 2.2; and
(b) not less than 6 credit hours in independent study, senior thesis
~~ 'ecial courses open only to candidates for graduation with Honors
,_a department or college] .
III.

GENERAL CONSIDERATIONS

. 1· That any student in any baccalaureate degree-granting div i shion or college of the University if he fulfills the requirements,
·
ss all. b e e 1 igible to graduate with' General Honors as de fi ne d in
I of this proposa] (~ollege of Law excepted)· The same shall
bection
e tru e for graduation with ' Departmental Honors (Section
·
h·
II o f tis
Proposal), provided of course that the student's department or
Colle ge h as an acceptable
,
'
'
ble
program.
Also, any students h a 11 b 8 ~ 1 igito graduate with both General Honors and Departmental Honors. In
~ase of graduation with both types of Honors, the diploma shall
Garry both designations for example Bachelor of Science, With High
leneral Honors, and With Highest Hon~rs in Civil Engineering; Bache Bor of Arts, With General Honors and With Honors in Sociology;
H7C~elor of Fine Arts in Art Wi~h Highest General Honors, and With
H~g Honors in Art; Bachelor'of Science in Nursing, With General
nors ' a nd W.it h Highest Honors in Nursing;
.
e t c.
That a degree-grantir. b division of the University whose deg~e-.:: nr
\!gr~~s are obvious ly and clearly based upon a previous bachelor . s
d1..:gr eE! may> if it chooses substitute for the program of Graduation

ct
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with DeJ;)8rtnental Honors a program cf Honors using the tenninolcgy
~ laude, magna -~ laude, s~Nit9:~-=-l!~.
2 . That, normally, no student shall be graduated with Departmental or General Honors unless he has taken the last 60 hours of his
work for the bc.,chelcr I s dc'T' .:; at the University of New Mexico.
3 . That every effort b i:, made to correlate the two programs and
to encourage abler students to try for both General Honors and Departmental Honors.
4 . That, in order to implement this new program, and to avoid
conflicts in terminology, t~e present Hcnors A-Honors B program as
well as t .1e present prog:!'am of "Gi-a,..uaticm wi th Honors;' (catalog,
pp. 98-99~ e a.bol i.shed as so on as feasible r,d.thout deprivin_g students
of any of/ their rights under the ct.rrent or e arlier catalogs• As long
as overl&p exists between the programs, the student's transcript
should indicate whether he has fulfilled requirements as in ca talogs
up through 1959-60 or as in c atalogs 1960-61 and l a ter. The r1 ermanent
record of students graduating with General Honors :tn 1960 should
clearly describe the progrem they have followed and indicate the basis
for special faculty approval of some level of General Honors.

DW:bb
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COLLEGE OF LAW
GRADUATION HONORS

The LL.B. de;r~e may, in the discretion of the
law s chool faculty, be awarded with the hono rs indicated
to gr aduat in g students who have successfully compl et ed t wo
seminars p re scribed by the faculty and who have ~chi evcd
the following over-al 1 grade point averages in their law
s chool work:

December 22 , 1959

2. 4

cum laude

2.6

maan ~ ~ !aude

2. 8

summa cum laude
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December 17, 1959
To:

Commi t t ee on Curri~ula

From:

College of Law

Subject:

Prelegal Education

In 1955 the Dea r. of the Columbia law school made headlines
throughout the nat ion by reporting to his trustees as follows:
ih',k81u ntly s t ated, as we encounter it, the liberal
education wh i ch the Bachelor of Arts degree is supposed
to represent has certain marked deficiencies.~hn'.
We are-H:-i'. ent i tled to expect that the co 11 ege graduate
be ab l e to read argumentative or expository prose
swift l y, comprehendingly, and retentively; that he be
able to express himself in speech and writing grammatically ,
1 iterately, and precisely; that he has learned the basic
lesson of using a dictionary.
But we have found that
few of our entering students, however carefully selected,
possess tho ~P. ~kills to the extent needed for law study.
What is scarcely less disturbing is that there is in
this group no sommon core of knowledge that should be
in the firm and quiet possession of every person who
lays claim to a 1 iberal education''dd:--- a knowledge of
Ame r ican history, of American government, and of the
structure and working of our economy.
sh
This complaint is made, in one form or another, by all law
C 001 S . in th e country.
. was voice
. d by
Dean
As recently as last month 1t
Griswold of Harvard at the University of Michigan Jaw school centennial
celebrat·
Col
. ion.and by the Deans of the Pennsylvania, Michigan, Stanford and
a duWmbia University law schools in the November 23 issue of U. S. News
n orld Report.
This subJ·ect I i~e the weather is one about which much is
Sa .d
,
wh·i hand I .ittle is done. ,
The standard approach
in those law schools
1c
att
· I um a
f
empt to do anything seems to be to add to the law curr1cu
·
laew course s des19ned
to remedy the deficiencies.
We now have ·1n our own
crwd~urriculum seven hours of required courses (out of a total of 83
·
·
·
·
ade I t . hou rs required
for graduation) aimed pr1mar1ly
at rea d ·1ng compre h ens1on
n
writ'
·
d
a
ing.
You will not be surprised to learn that this has not prove
complete solution.
Another effort in the same direction was the law school resolu t ion
approved bY the University faculty May 14, 1957 1 imposing a genera I requ1remen
·
t
of
Th·a ~accalaureate degree for admission effective in the fall of 196o.
IS IS a
•
'
.
time-honored
remedy, but its results
have not been •impressive.
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Some of th e most ang u ishe~ compla i nts about the inadequac y of pre l eg a l
education come from such law schools as ~arvard, Yale and Col um b ia which
have had the degree requirement for years.
And our own exper i en ce is
the same.
Excluding those presently enrol led in the school, we ha ve
admitted 234 students with a baccalaureate degree and 261 without. 42%
of those with the degree have successfully completed the law cours e as
aga inst 40% without the degree, and there has been no perceptible d i f ference
in the quality of the performance of the two groups.
We believe that much of the difficulty that the law schools
complain about is due not to the qua! ity of education availabl e , no r, ind d,
to the qua! ity of education selected by the students who later enter Jaw
school, but to the failure of students to select courses best suited for
grelegal education.
To belabor those most used to it, we have no quar rel
at all with the quality of instruction given to the man whose f irst bacca l aurcalL
degree is based upon a major in physical education or instrumental mus ic , but
we are certain that he has not had a proper prelegal education.
The illustrations may be hyperbolic, but our actual experi ence
is not appreciably better.
The undergraduate records of students en t ering
law school, with or without degrees, bear a remarkable proliferat ion of
courses which, whatever their validity in other contexts, are of no va lue
~s preparation for the study of law, and bear also substantial de f ic iencies
in courses which we believe essential or desirable for that preparation.
We wish to emphasize in this connection that what we beli eve
des i rable as prelegal education is not greater specializat ion but gr ea t e r
breadth.
It is precisely because~o many students in preparing for law
sc~ool eithet do overspecialize or do not pursue the broad, 1 iberal educa ti~n
w~ i~h we believe an essential base for professional proficiency and respons i bil ity that we voice our present concern.
We believe and would I ike an opportunity to prove, that a solution
to the problem is to b~ found in acquainting those students who intend to
:~ t e r law school as soon as possible with the nature_of _the train i ~g -th ey_wil 1
counter there and in providing them with advisers 1nt1mately fa mil ia r wi t h
th at training.
Accordingly, we propose to offer, as an alternative to entering
the law school with a baccalaureate degree, the fol lowing :
Any student eligible to transfer '.rom th e
University College and any student w1th_an _
equivalent education may apply for permissi on to
enter upon a five-year combined course o f co !lege
and law school study. If, on the basis of h is un~ergraduate record, his scores i n the Iowa Lega l Aptitude

•, f

I\

i

'I
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Test and the Educational Testing Service's Law
School Admission Test, and an oral interv iew, his
application is approved by the law school faculty, he
may there2~ ter pursue a five-year course of study
g rescribed by the law f~culty;J
During hi~ first .
two yea r ~ chereafter, his course of study will consist
primarily of non-law school subjects, although it may
also incl ude in some or all semesters from 2 to 8 hours,
but not to exceed two law courses, per semester. To
the extent that law school courses are accomplished
during these two years, the course of study in the
remaining three years after he has entered the Jaw
school would include non-law school courses.
All
students entering the law school under this program
would be required to take a f irst baccalaureate degree
before receiving their LL.B.s.
f

:;

,.

,.

.
In order to make the requirement of a prior baccalaureate degree
easi~le, some adjustment of existing requirements is necessary .
Past
experience with th e program (terminating this year) under which students
~re allowed to credit their first full year•s work in the law school against
achelor•s degrees in A&S if they meet other degree requirements reveals
that few of them are able to complete the degree requirements in their three
years of prelaw work.
While the present proposal would facilitate the
comp! etion
·
.
of advanced courses in other colleges and the completion
of fouryear ~onors Programs by providing some time for non-law courses in the fourth
year 1n the university, it also contemplates a total of three years of non-law
;~rk, ~o that the basic problem of meeting other degree requirements within
at time remains.
Current requirements for the B.B.A. degree considered essential
the College of Business ::\n;:· i nistration are such that it is not now feasible
0 contemplate requiring that degree as the first bachelor•s degree under
our proposal.
We believe however that it would be both feasible and
pro per to require
.
'
'
students entering
the
law school under our proposed program
to acq uire
·
·
· h a minor
·
·1 n 1aw.
a baccalaureate degree in Arts and Sciences
wit
We_therefore request the College of Arts and Sciences to consider the subst1tuti on o f such a minor
.
. current requirements.
·
for their
b

'l

/

Current A&S requirements are: (1) completion of a major (varies
(~:~.departments, but most from 30 to 36 hours), (2) completion of a minor
re ~es, but most from 18 to 21 hours), completion of 41 hours of group
qu,rements (9 hours of English, 12 hours of foreign language [ may be.reduced
for students who have previously studied the language ] , 9 hours of social
science, and 11 hours of mathematics and science.) The student thus must
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complete a m1n1mum of 89 and a maximum of 98 hours of work.
Even at
the minimum, this leaves him c r,Jy about 7 or 8 hours of electives in his
three years of non-legal work and in the m~ximum case would require that
his full three years of non-legal work be devoted to required courses.
If, on the other hand, the student's first 21 hours of law work could be
accepted as a minor, he could accomplish 71 to 77 hours of required courses
in his three years of non-law work and have an additional 19 to 25 hours
for judicious selection of electives.
(This makes no provision for the
R.O .T.C. student whose 21 to 24 hour minor in air or naval science suggests
that he cannot possibly plan to enter law school under the present proposal.)
Our proposal is within the terms of the law school resolution
approved by the faculty in 1957, which, after stating the degree requirement,
goes on to provide:
EXCE ? ,. , HOWEVER, THAT, the fo 11 owing may be
admitte1 without a baccalaureate degree:
,_,_,_,_
. , ... , ... , .

")

{2) a student who wishes to take some of his

undergraduate work concurrently with or
after he has completed his law study may be
admitted upon condition that he will not be
granted his law degree unless and until he
has earned his undergraduate degree; and
(3) a student who takes and successfully completes

a special three-year course of study at the .
University of New Mexico which may be prescribed
hy : he faculty of the College of Law may be
~dmitted as a candidate for the law degree.

.
We are confident that this proposal would effect a marked
improvement in prelegal education and that our experience with it would set
an example for other law schools, none of which yet appear to have done
mo re than complain about the problem.

Vern Countryman
Dean

January 8, 1960

To:

Committee on Surricula

From:

College of Law

Subject:

Prelegal Education

.
The proposal contained in our memo of December 17, 1959.
on this subject was accepted by the College of Arts and Sciences
?n January 7, 1960, with the following amendments which we hereby
incorporate as a part of the proposal:
(1)

In the fourth 1 ine from the top of page 3 of the
December 17 memo, delete the words "prescribed
by the i dW f acu 1ty . 11

(2)

At the end of the indented paragraph concluding
on page 3, add the following sentence:
"Such students would be advised, with respect
to major and group requirements for the first
baccalaureate degree, by the faculty of the
College of Arts and Sciences, and, with respect
to minor requirements and electives for such
degree, by the faculty of the College of Law. 11

(3)

In the fifth 1 ine on page 4, delete the words
the studP.nt 1 s first."

11

(4)

lnunediately following the paragraph concluding
at the top of page 4, insert the following new
paragraph:
"We propose that students entering upon the
combined five - year course of study be permitted
to select a minor in Law for credit against
A&S degree requirements, consisting of 21 credit
hours selected from the following courses:

13
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( 4) Cont in ued

{3)
(3,4)
( 4)
(2)

101 Criminal Law
103- 104 Contracts
I 07 Torts
110 Legal Analysis
111 Law and Society
123 Constitutional Law
128 Local Government Law
135 Administrative Law
139 Labor Law
141 Legal Writing
158 Legislation
165 Trade Regulation
183 Jurisprudence
191 Seminar - Civil Liberties
193 Seminar - Trade Regulation
196 Seminar - Law and
Psychiatry

(2)
(4)

(2)
(3)
(3)
(2)
(2)
(2)

(2)
(2)
(2)
(2)

( 40, 4)

Total

I enclose for the committee clean copies of the December 17 memo.
~

/·

-;r--

p /;,,- ~ ( (__}- '·.__ .,e,/ - · '
Vern Countryman
Dean
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